Pursuit

DEFAULT PRIORITY: 1

GENERAL

This is an officer initiated event type code only. Chases typically start as something else and lead into a chase. This is one of the most potentially dangerous situations handled by a dispatcher. Many chases are at a high rate of speed. This is dangerous not only to the officer, but also to citizens. The dispatcher can be caught off guard. It can never be predicted when an officer will come on the air with a pursuit. Always remain alert and ready.

PHONES

Not usually applicable for this event type. If the PSAP receives a call from another jurisdiction about an officer in pursuit coming towards our jurisdiction, make a call using this type code.

Obtain the following information:

1. Current location;
2. Direction of travel;
3. Description of suspect vehicle and/or license plate;
4. Nature of the pursuit and charges warranted;
5. Speeds and traffic conditions;
6. Agency (and dispatcher) contact information, if applicable;
7. Call sign of officer in pursuit; and,
8. Coordination channel available to the officer.

RADIO

Once an officer advises he/she is in pursuit, dispatcher will clear the channel of unnecessary traffic and obtain the following information:
1. Current location;
2. Direction of travel;
3. Description of suspect vehicle and/or license plate;
4. Nature of the pursuit and charges warranted;
5. Speeds and traffic conditions;
6. Call sign of officer in pursuit; and,
7. Coordination channel available to the officer.

Confirm the patrol sergeant is monitoring the pursuit. Notify the PSAP supervisor immediately. Keep the officer talking. Do not let more than 20 seconds lapse without getting an updated location and direction of travel. Always echo the location and direction of travel for other officers. Keep other agencies advised of the chase. Keep track of all times and notifications. Document in CAD as the officer updates his/her location, traffic conditions and offenses being committed during the chase, etc.

