Vehicle Pursuits

The department limits vehicular pursuits to those situations in which the threat to life represented by the offense outweighs the risks involved in a chase.

An officer may initiate a vehicle pursuit when:

1. The officer has a reasonable belief that the driver or passenger of the pursued vehicle has committed a felony involving the risk of serious bodily injury or death; AND
2. The officer reasonably weights the necessity for apprehension against the risk of pursuit. A pursuit is terminated any time the danger of the pursuit to either the community or the officer outweighs the danger to the community if the suspect escapes.

When a pursuit is initiated, {PSAP} shall do the following:
1. Immediately eliminate non-emergency traffic from the channel on which the pursuit is being initiated;
2. Request from the pursuing officer;
a. Location of the pursuit;
b. Direction of travel;
c. Reason for the pursuit;
d. Driving behavior, to include speeds and other violations, traffic conditions and weather conditions; and,
e. Pursued vehicle information.

3. Ensure a patrol supervisor has been notified;
4. Echo significant traffic, location, direction of travel and speeds;
5. Assign communication functions to the cover car upon its arrival;
6. Notify other potentially affected agencies when a pursuit leave the city limits;
7. At reasonable intervals and depending on circumstances, {PSAP} should prompt pursuing officers for updates; and,
8. Document all officer comments in the CAD call.

